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about a broader state-sponsored jihad 
against Western civilization, a war in 
which we cannot afford to stumble or 
waver or appear to be weak. The Sen-
ate resolution is a sign that we will not 
stumble, that we stand by our Israeli 
allies as they fight on the frontlines of 
this war against terrorists. That the 
people of Lebanon have gotten caught 
in the middle of this war is not simply 
regrettable, it is criminal. But make 
no mistake who the perpetrators are: 
Iran and Syria and the terrorist groups 
they equip and encourage. This axis of 
violence cannot be allowed to operate 
with impunity against the State of 
Israel. 

The solution to this current crisis 
will not be easy. But the first step was 
identified by President Bush, in what 
some have characterized as an overly 
candid conversation with Tony Blair in 
Saint Petersburg. Paraphrasing the 
President, he said the international 
community must put pressure on Iran 
and Syria to curb the actions of their 
terrorist proxy armies. 

At the same time, the Government of 
Lebanon must act swiftly and directly 
to dismantle the Hezbollah infrastruc-
ture that threatens northern Israel. 
When these processes are in motion 
and the kidnapped Israeli soldiers have 
been returned, then is the time to 
again move toward the end game of 
this crisis. 

Many in the international commu-
nity have urged restraint on the part of 
Israel in facing this crisis. They talk 
about proportionality. I think we can 
all agree that in international rela-
tions, restraint is generally a good 
thing, but Israeli restraint and forbear-
ance should only be given in response 
to action on the other side. Israel’s re-
sponse against terrorism cannot be 
proportionate. It must be effective. Ab-
sent action by the international com-
munity and the Lebanese Government, 
restraint will look like weakness to 
Israel’s enemies. And any show of 
weakness will only bring more blood- 
thirsty attacks. 

This is the experience of the region. 
This is the history of the region. No 
sovereign nation would tolerate the 
type of attacks that Israel has endured, 
nor would they prioritize restraint 
above effectiveness in their response. 

This is why I come back to the reso-
lution that was passed in the Senate in 
a bipartisan expression of our support 
for the State of Israel, our condemna-
tion of this action by terrorists and 
their State sponsors, and our commit-
ment, as the Government of the United 
States, to do all we can to see to it 
that the terrorists are defeated, that 
the people in the region have an oppor-
tunity to live in peace, and that once 
and for all throughout the world the 
world can be safe from the threat of 
those who would attack others and to 
do so in the most heinous way. 

The kind of action that has been 
taken by these terrorists cannot be jus-
tified in any way, shape, or form, and 
it is altogether fitting for the Senate 

to have expressed its resolve against 
this action. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KYL). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
speak in morning business about the 
issue that the two prior speakers—the 
Senator from South Carolina and the 
Senator from Arizona—spoke about, 
the Middle East. This is a key time. I 
hope we continue to stand by Israel 
very strongly, very resolutely, and rec-
ognize what we are experiencing today. 
We are experiencing a key global war 
on terrorism, which is the use of ter-
rorist entities sponsored by state spon-
sors so that there is some sort of 
deniability by the state sponsor. But, 
nonetheless, there is real terrorism 
that is taking place. 

There are real threats that are occur-
ring and real attacks that are occur-
ring. There are real responses that are 
needed. 

That is what you have seen Israel 
doing today. Israel has been attacked. 
Hezbollah has been launching missiles 
into Israel, into major cities in Israel. 
That is what is occurring. Hezbollah is 
sponsored by the Iranians. Iran is the 
key sponsor of Hezbollah. Iran is the 
lead sponsor of terrorism in the world, 
according to our State Department 
and, I think, frankly, according to the 
intelligence entities around the world. 
They cannot sponsor the terror group 
and then deny responsibility for it and 
say they should be left alone and there 
should be no consequences. 

We need to move aggressively against 
Iran in the United Nations and force 
the issue on Iran. Here I am talking 
about economic sanctions and political 
and diplomatic pressure on the Ira-
nians for their state sponsorship of ter-
rorism. 

We are also seeing that in Syria. This 
body passed the Syrian Accountability 
Act. I urge the administration to use 
all tools available toward Syria, which 
is also a state sponsor of terrorism, in 
working with Hamas and Hezbollah and 
other groups in this region. 

I get concerned when a lot of people 
look at it and say Israel shouldn’t be 
doing this or shouldn’t respond. Cer-
tainly, we want all care to be given in 
any sort of military response so that 
innocent civilians are not hurt. We 
want to urge that sort of restraint, but 
by the same token, if the United States 
were attacked by terrorist groups spon-
sored by other countries operating off 
foreign soil, the United States would 
act aggressively and respond. We would 
not allow this to continue. We would 
say our citizens are being attacked and 
we have the right as a sovereign nation 
to defend our people, as Israel does, and 
as any nation around the world does. 

I hope we view this for what it is—a 
part of the global war on terrorism. 
These are terrorist tactics that are 
being used by terrorist groups, and 
they have state sponsors behind them. 

I wish the situation were different 
today. I wish we were not here having 
to talk about the support for Israel in 
a military engagement in Lebanon. But 
the facts are what they are. We have to 
deal with the situation as it is. I be-
lieve we should be standing aggres-
sively and firmly with Israel. They are 
a democratic country in the region. 
They are a strong ally of the United 
States. We have worked closely to-
gether over many years. They seek 
peace. They want peace as we want 
peace. Yet, at some point in time they 
have to respond to the attacks. That is 
what they are doing. 

I am pleased that this body in a bi-
partisan fashion has stood with Israel. 
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ENERGY 
Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, the 

prior speaker from South Carolina 
talked about energy. We have to en-
gage in energy strategies that pull us 
off of our addiction to Middle Eastern 
oil. We have a lot of plants coming on 
in ethanol production from grain. We 
need to move that as well—and plant 
materials and cellulosic alcohol from 
grain. We can produce about 10 percent 
of our fuel needs from grain, corn, 
milo-based ethanol. From the cel-
lulosic material, we can get another 30 
percent. 

We need a rapid expansion of plants 
and investment in this field. It is start-
ing to take place. It is very encour-
aging. The economics are at work, par-
ticularly when you are looking at over 
$70 per barrel of oil. We can produce en-
ergy cheaper than $70 a barrel oil and 
get off the addiction. We need more of 
our cars running on 85-percent ethanol 
rather than 10-percent ethanol. We 
need more plug-in technologies where 
we have more cars that are using elec-
tricity rather than gasoline so we can 
break the addiction. 

This country can do it with our tech-
nology and our willingness and with 
the economics of today. We can do it. 
And it is a matter of utmost national 
security to break that addiction. It is 
time, I believe, that we in this body 
take up additional energy legislation. 
It is time we do that. 

I thank the Presiding Officer. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
DEMINT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I yield 
back the remainder of our morning 
business time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, morning business time is 
yielded back. 
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